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he futuire of Surbiton socketies And

groups is in peril after their overnight
eviction from the council-owned ball
where they've met Sor decades,

With no advance warning, 30 clubs
were emaltled by council contractor Engle
1o say that hire of the Ewell Road Wibrury
annexe had ended with immediate effect.

Bird watchers, poets, historians, train
budls, archacologists, tap dapcers, .. all
were suddenly given the heave ho

Engie, the £145bn giant contracted 1o
run Jocal services, wold hirers: “Kingston
Counctl have decided 1o take back the
hall for permsanent use by their staff ™

The shodk moye has already foeced two
groups 1o chose after a Covicd-rudined yoar.

Others may fokl too, robbing Sarbiton
of the interest groups which contribute so
much to community life... exiled from the

ce spectfically budlt to house them.

MP Ed Davey has been aberted, and
councillors are now demanding anvwers.

Toddlers’ music, Surbiton Arts Group,
Surbiton Historical Society, Surbiton Hird
Watchers, the poctry crcle, the raibway
nostalgia group, Kingston Archacological
Socety, Kingston Phidatelic Society,
Young Embroiderers. .. all are bomeless.

The council recently u benting,
redecorated and sanded the flooes of an
annexe built pext 1o the library in 1964 10

satisfy societies’ demand.
® Cont'd on p9
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Tha ctvalinht ‘A’ otas

Tony Drake, wha attencls historical
sodiety and Talking of Trains

mean closiere of many activities, and
great soctal doss 10 the community”
The Jo hingles music and movement
class has been forced to chose. “I'we
hired it for five years,” sasd a socrowful
Rebecea English, “I'm shocked thiey
now want the hall for themselves”

and New Malden, but its of lintle use
to Sarbiton socleties, many of whose
members walk to their local meetings.
Is the hall really needed for council
stafl? One hirer saick “'m surprised; |
didn’t realise they worked at night!”
A Guildhall insider told The Good
Lite that with many staff still working
from home, more space wasn't reguired.

lectures, said; "Closure of the hall could

Engie offered alternatives in Kingston

being Hsted at the hall this month,
with drawing, flower-arranging and
photography among the subjocts.
Surbiton Historscal Society chair
Pasl Lang called it “a terrible shock”
Dance instructor Don Rae said:
“This is not Bair”, while line dance
coach Janice Golding said it was
“exiremely harsh of the counctl 1o
make ws homeless overnight”
Pat McKenna of Kingston
Arch Society saik: "1 find
It incomprehensible that in a year
which has proved very difficult for
all local socicties, its now been miade
worse. These actions show contempt”
Brian Sode (Kingston Philatelsc
Society) who has ased it for 30 years,
sald: “Losing our meeting place could
result in the sockety’s chosare”

Oddly, adult education classes, forced  Clare Rowland of Dancestars
to quit the King Charles Centre, are called it “a sotal nightmare”
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